An Honest Self-Assessment, Honestly
Sunday, October 22, 2017
Series: Oh, The Places You’ll Go! Except When
You Don’t.
Scripture: Romans 12:3 (pg. 1719)
Theme: How to recognize the voice of God.
I told you 4 weeks ago, on week 1 of this series, that
every Spring there’s a cute little children’s book that
rockets to the top of the bestseller lists like clockwork.
It’s the Dr. Seuss book, Oh, The Places You’ll Go!
[SLIDE] And for the last 20 years or so, it’s an annual
favorite gift to give to young men & young women who
are graduating from high school & college.
If you’ve ever read the book, you’ll know why it’s
an obvious choice to give to someone who will soon be
headed out into the wide world of life.
It’s because Dr. Seuss doesn’t just promise that
you’re going to go places…
He promises that you’re going to go great places!
[SLIDE] Great places… that’s the opening promise of
the book… you’re off to great places.
Now this is a really captivating idea because it connects
with something that all relatively normal human beings
have at the center of our hearts: We want to matter.
We want to do something significant with our lives.
Now, we may define what is significant in very
different ways… [OFF]

-2But however we define it, the ambition for significance is
there in all of us.
All of my 5th grade friends in school wanted to be
professional football or baseball players…
And not one of them ever said, “Someday I hope
to be a 3rd string quarterback for the Cleveland Browns.”
(Who have managed to win just 4 games in 3
years, if you’re not a football fan.)
What we all had in mind was the Aaron Rogers, Carson
Wentz, Peyton Manning kind of thing…
Someday boys & girls would be buying our
jerseys and we’d be hoisting the Super Bowl trophy and
then retiring to do commercials for insurance companies.
Well… the last part wasn’t in the dream, but you
get the idea.
However this desire gets corrupted by our egos and our
pride… this desire to be off to great places is a clue:
It is telling us that we are made for a purpose.
We are created with meaning in the mind of the
creator.
We are given the gift of being able to contribute to
something bigger than ourselves.
[SLIDE] Which is why Jesus has given us this invitation:
“See, I have placed before you an opened door…”
It’s an invitation to significance.
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Now, one part of figuring out which door Jesus has
opened for you…
Is figuring out who you are made to be.

“Don’t think more highly of yourselves than is right for
you to think, but think with sober judgment and
accurate thinking about who you are in Christ.”

In Romans 12:2,3 [3 SLIDES] Paul gave some very
specific and clear instruction about this…
Here’s what he said: [READ- keep #3 on]
Do not conform to the behaviors and customs of this
world, but be transformed by God, by changing the way
you think. [2]Then you will know God’s will for you,
which is good, and pleasing, and perfect. Because of
the privilege and authority God has given to me, I give
each of you this warning:[3] Do not think of yourself
more highly than you ought, but rather, think of
yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the
faith God has distributed to each of you.”

It’s kinda hard to ignore the emphasis, isn’t it?
What God is after here is right thinking…
Specifically, right thinking about ourselves.

Now keep your eyes up there for a moment: I want you
to notice how important it is that we think the right way:
In that last sentence, in most of our English Bibles,
the word ‘think’ will appear once or sometimes twice.
However, when Paul wrote this in his language, in that
one sentence, he actually wrote the word ‘think’ 4
different times…
If we tried to translate what Paul wrote word-forword, it would be awkward, but this is what it would say:
[SLIDE- keep on]

Now there’s a reason for this… and it goes back to what
we talked about 2 weeks ago…
I don’t have any expectation that you will
remember this, but 2 weeks ago we tried to answer the
question, “How do I know which door to go through?
How do I know what it is God wants me to do?”
And to answer that question, we looked at verse 2,
which we just read again… [SLIDE-Keep on]
“…be transformed by God, by changing the way you
think. Then you will know God’s will for you, which is
good, and pleasing, and perfect….”
God’s job is to transform us… to change us.
That’s his business.
Our job is to change our thinking…
And as we change our thinking, what happens?
Then we’ll learn to know what it is God wants for us.
And I told you 2 weeks ago that each week we’ll be
talking about how to change our thinking…
That’s our agenda, each week.
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Last week, we discovered how to think about God’s
guidance.

It doesn’t sound like the kind of thing a person wants to
hear… ‘You have little strength.’
Were they a tiny church, w/ very few resources?
Were they an oppressed group of people who had
little political clout?
We don’t know… but Jesus knew, and it was
important that they recognized that themselves.

This week, we’re learning how to think the right way
about ourselves…
That’s exactly what verse 3 tells us to do: [SLIDE]
“Don’t think more highly of yourselves than is right for
you to think, but think with sober judgment and
accurate thinking about who you are in Christ.”
So: How do we think with sober judgment and accurate
thinking about who we are in Christ?
Well, w/ the help of Jesus, we do an honest selfassessment.
And this is the specialty of Jesus…
Revealing to us ourselves.
In Revelation 3 – the letter that Paul wrote to the
Christians living in Philadelphia…
Jesus offered to them a kind of assessment.
Jesus said to those Christians, “See, I am placing
before you an opened door….”
And then, because we have to think rightly about
ourselves in order to recognize the door Jesus has
opened, Jesus gave them a brief assessment…[SLIDE]
“I know all the things you do, and I have placed before
you an opened door that no one can close. I know you
have little strength…
We have no idea today what Jesus was talking about.

But, Jesus knew more about them…
“…yet you have obeyed my word and you did not deny
me…. You have persevered….”
So, oddly enough, there’s something about them that’s
been very strong…
Facing horrible persecution, which we know was
happening to the Christians in Philadelphia, they didn’t
give up… they stayed faithful…
Which must have been tremendously hard to do.
So, there’s some weakness… and there’s some strength.
Jesus is saying, “You need to know these things
about yourselves, as hard as it might be to hear.”
[OFF]
So, let’s do this; let’s practice learning to think the right
way about who we are in Christ…
To do this, I’m going to ask you 3 questions and these are
homework questions… I have take-home work for all 3
of these questions…
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Being the PA Dutch person I am, which is part of my
self- assessment, I hate to waste paper so rather than
stuffing the bulletins and throwing away copies because I
know some of you just won’t be interested in doing
this…
I made 30 copies of each… if we run out, I will
print more and send you a copy…

This is important… not only are we God’s creatures, but
we’re his work of art…
He makes us new… which is that transformation
we talked about… God changes us.

Question #1: What bugs you?
Sometimes people ask the question this way, “What’s
your passion? What are you passionate about?”
That worries me a bit, because sometimes people
will sit around waiting for a single-driving passion that
keeps them awake at night and until they find it, they
don’t do anything…
Or, sometimes a passion changes, depending on
what Facebook video you just watched… I get passionate
about the boys who cut the ears off of dogs 1 minute, and
people who walk by and do nothing when they see
women getting beaten up by their boyfriends the next.
I get passionate, but I still don’t do anything except
feel passionate.
So I’m sometimes a little put off by the passion
question.
There’s a verse in Ephesians 2:10 [SLIDE]
“For we are God’s masterpiece He has created us anew
in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he
planned for us long ago.”

However, part of the reason we’re transformed is because
God has planned for us a ‘to-do’ list…
He has good work, or good things he’s wanting us
to do.
[OFF]
Now, usually in Scripture, people start doing those good
things because they’re bugged by something…
Moses couldn’t stand the thought that his people were
enslaved and being abused
David couldn’t stand watching the army of God being
abused by Goliath.
Nehemiah couldn’t stand knowing that Jerusalem was in
ruins and it’s people were living in destitute poverty.
Esther couldn’t stand watching her people be the helpless
victims of genocide.
Paul couldn’t stand knowing the non-Jewish people were
being kept out of the Gospel of Jesus.
See that pattern?
People get bugged and they act.
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They don’t always say, “This is what God called me to
do… I knew this is what God wanted me to do…”
But in hindsight, we see it…
We recognize, “Obviously this was the good thing
God had in mind for this person.”

So he’s built an organization and a foundation that is
dedicated to stopping it… it’s called Thorn and you can
go online and see the incredible work these people are
doing… he’s testified before congress and he’s all over
talking about this issue and exposing it…
God is so clearly using this guy to confront an evil.

And of course that didn’t stop with Scripture…
Martin Luther was bugged by the abuses and corruption
in the Catholic Church and he brought about the
Reformation of the church.
William Wilberforce was bugged by the slave industry in
Great Britain and he ended it.
For Martin Luther King, Jr., it was the injustices in a
society that denied the freedoms and the rights to one
group of people that this same society promised to all
people in its founding documents.
So he preached… he marched… he organized…
he went to jail… he got beaten… he got stabbed… he got
killed… but he changed our world.
For Ashton Kutcher, it’s the fact that there are people in
our world who are buying and selling human beings for
their own sexual pleasure…
He found out some time ago that young boys &
girls were being sold & abused… it ruined him…
He has said, “I don’t want to live in a world where
children, 6, 7 years old are sold and exploited for sex.”

For me, it was the gradual discovery of so much
dysfunction and ineffectiveness in the Church, which I
believe Jesus intends to be the hope of the world…
So my life got redirected and I ended up devoting
kinda the last 1/3 of my life to figuring out what a
healthy church might look like and trying to build one.
So, what bugs you?
Now, sometimes what bugs us translated into a career,
sometimes it’s temporary, sometimes it’s a lifetime…
sometimes it’s something we support with our time and
energy, sometimes it moves, literally, to another place in
the world…
Who knows what doors Jesus will take you
through when you figure out what bugs you?
That’s question #1 – and for those of you who want to
work more on figuring this out, I have a very simple, 1page Passion Assessment up here that will get you
started.
As I said, if we run out, put your name on the sheet
or e-mail me and I promise to get you a copy.
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Question #2: What gifts, abilities, skills, talents has God
given you?

But these are common, they’re samples, this will
certainly get you started down the right path.

In Romans 12 – immediately after Paul says that we have
to each learn to think the right way about ourselves…
Paul launches into teaching us that we are each
gifted by God.
“In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing
certain things well…” Romans 12:6

Question #3: What drives you? What restores your
energy when you’re depleted?
Flip side: What drains you? What wears you out
and if you have to do it, day after day, you’re going to be
depressed and on Monday mornings, it’s going to be
harder & harder to get out of bed?

And then Paul will go on to name some of those gifts as
examples and tell us, “Use them.”

The more I read the stories about Jesus and his closest
friends, the more I am amazed at how different each of
these men were and how deliberately Jesus built his team
with different men and women.

So, I have up here a Gift Assessment…
It’s a couple pages long… it should be selfexplanatory…
And just so you know… this is a fairly well-known
Gift Assessment put together by another Christian
organization…
Depending on your faith background, some of the
questions might seem odd to you…
No worries… just do the best you can even if it
seems a little out there.
Also, you should know, there are 19 different gifts
identified… obviously these are not the only 19 gifts and
skills and abilities God gives to people…
I don’t know how many gifts God gives…

Peter was the guy who acts without thinking…
He’s the guy who gets things done, but sometimes
makes huge mistakes and has to backtrack and clean up
messes.
He’s the guy who impulsively jumps out of the boat into
the water and has this blissful moment of walking w/
Jesus on the Sea of Galilee… but then thinks, “What am I
doing!?” and he sinks…
He’s often boastful and says things that he’s later
embarrassed by or even terribly ashamed of saying…
But he is the one whose preaching is responsible
for building the early church when none existed before he
preached.
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He’s the only one to come to Jesus’ defense in the garden
on the night when Jesus was arrested…

It’s admirable loyalty… that’s what you get with guys
like Thomas.

Peter gets things done and he often sticks his foot in his
mouth…
But Jesus leaned on Peter… he was one of Jesus’
closest and most trusted friends…
And Jesus worked through Peter to build his
church.

So – you have things that drive you and give you energy
and things that drain you and deplete you…
What are they?

Then there’s Thomas…
He’s famous for being the doubter in the group…
“I’m not going to believe in the resurrection until I see
him and can touch him and know it’s real.”
But I’m not sure that’s really what Thomas was…
Guys like Thomas who are not easily swayed are
usually guys of real stability…
Once they’re convinced of something, they are
usually people who are extremely trustworthy…
They make fantastic life-long friends.

Now, these 3 questions:
What bugs you?
What are your gifts?
What drives you?
Are not the only questions to ask in figuring out
who God made you to be…
But they’re a good start.

There’s a less well-known story about Thomas…
Jesus was being threatened by his enemies, but a
friend needed help so Jesus was going to have to risk
confrontation in order to help…
Thomas was the one, in John 11, who spoke up
and said, “Guys, we are not going to abandon Jesus and
let him do this on his own. We’re sticking w/ him, and if
he dies, then we will die with him.”

I have up here a Personal Style Assessment that will help
you process this.

