Good News About Our Future
Sunday, April 1, 2018
Series: Have You Heard the Good News?
Scripture: Isaiah 65:17-25 (pg. 1132)
Theme: The heaven being prepared for us.
For some reason, when I Googled the subject ‘hope’
yesterday afternoon, I eventually stumbled upon the story
of a mini-Star Wars scandal…
Any Star Wars fans?
Any Star Wars fans who never expected to hear
about Star Wars on Easter Sunday at church?
Yeah well, me either… but apparently I wrote it
‘cause it’s right here.
There is a series of 3 trilogies in the Star Wars movie
empire… I know it’s more complicated than that but
this’ll have to do… [SLIDE]
The first trilogy came out between 1977 and 1983Now, I wasn’t old enough to go to movies in the
70’s and 80’s…
But I’ve heard that original trilogy of movies was
fantastic, set records, revolutionized movie-making, and
is still among the most successful trilogies of all time.
16 years went by, and between 1999 and 2005, a second
trilogy came out… [SLIDE]
And although there are some legitimate fans, these
next 3 movies are considered to be among the most
disappointing movies ever…

-2George Lucas created a lot of heartbreak &
disillusionment with that second set of 3.
So 10 more years go by… and in 2015, a third set of
trilogies begins to be released… [SLIDE]
And fans everywhere held their collective breath,
wondering: Disaster or sensation?
So when the first scene of the first movie in this new
trilogy opened in theaters… the very first line fans heard
after 10 years of waiting & wondering, was this:
“This will begin to make things right.”
And anyone paying attention understood the
people behind the Star Wars empire were cleverly saying,
“What went wrong, we will now make right.” [OFF]
And if you are looking for a headline to type across the
pages of this entire weekend, from Friday to Sunday,
nothing works better than that: [SLIDE] “This will begin
to make things right.”
What the church has celebrated for 2000 years is
the weekend when God announced:
This will begin to make all things right.
If you think that the resurrection of Jesus is just a kind of
guarantee that you, too, get to live forever and go to
heaven when you die…
You don’t know the half of it.
God’s focus on Easter is as wide as the universe.
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This will begin to make all things… all things right.
[OFF]
There’s a theme in the Bible, and it’s there since the early
pages of Genesis, that God has a relentless agenda to
reclaim and redeem every broken corner of creation.
The theme is there when Jesus said that God has so
loved the world he created that he gave his son…
It’s there when Jesus said that not even a sparrow
falls from the sky without the Father noticing…
It’s there when Paul said in Romans 8, all of
creation is groaning, waiting for our redemption.

“It’s within your reach. If you want to, you can live in
it.”

And because I’m reading Isaiah right now… the theme is
there in one of the most beautiful and hope-filled
passages in the Bible…
It’s a passage Jesus knew & loved & talked about
750 years after it was written…
And Isaiah’s words would be picked up and
written into the Revelation of John that closes our Bible.
So, let me take you to the vision of world-wide
redemption in Isaiah 65:17-25, pg. 1132, READ
This is God speaking through Isaiah’s pen:
A few weeks ago I asked you to write down on a piece of
paper your understanding of the Good News.
I told you, on that Sunday, that Jesus was very
clear about the Good News: [SLIDE]
Jesus said, “The Kingdom of God is here.”

There’s a kingdom, a realm – and it’s here right now, on
this earth, where, what God wants done gets done.
It’s the Kingdom of God, and it exists in the lives
of human beings whose hearts and minds and thoughts
and words are being transformed by God.
God is patiently and persistently making human
beings who are fit to live in his Kingdom.
And just like God, his Kingdom is eternal… it will
outlast this earth on which we now live.
And just as God is making human beings who are
fit to live in his kingdom, forever…
So will God someday, make a new heaven and a
new earth that are also fit for his eternal kingdom.
And according to v. 17, when that happens, there will be
no more ‘good old days!’
The good days won’t be the old ones behind us,
the good days will be the new ones yet in front of us…
Each day will lead to new adventure… more
creativity… deeper satisfaction… and endless delight.
And Isaiah gives several startling images about what will
characterize life in this redeemed heaven & earth…
And the first is joy!
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“Look!” Isaiah wrote, “I will create a place of happiness.
Her people will be a source of joy. I will rejoice over,
and delight in my people,” said the Lord.

I want to show you something…
Now, honestly, this is somewhat old news…
I think this video has circulated for 6 years now
and something like 100 million people have seen it…
So this won’t be new to you…
You will know what’s coming from the very first
moment – no surprises - but watch it anyway…
Because I want to tell you something about it in a
moment… so, take a look…
[Charlotte and Jonathon video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZsNlcr4frs4]

One time Jesus was telling parables about judgment and
about heaven…
It’s in Matthew 25, & I know it’s familiar to some:
It’s about a master who was going away and he
gave a certain number of talents (money) to each of his
servants…
And the master told his servants to manage these
talents well until he returned.
He did return… he called his servants to account…
And although the focus seems to be on the 3rd
servant, the failed one, who simply buried his talents…
The first two have doubled the master’s money and
the master rewards them by saying, “Well done! You’ve
been faithful.”
And then there’s this unusual phrase Jesus speaks:
“Come, and enter the master’s joy!”

[SLIDE of 2 singing]
Even here, on this magnificent but fallen planet, we are
sometimes surprised by joy… brings us to our feet/tears!
And isn’t joy … isn’t joy really, deep down, a
conviction that this is the world as it should be?
That’s what joy is: “This is the way it should be.”
And might joy also be a longing, a deeply rooted
longing in every human soul, for the world that shall be
someday – the world that shall be made right?

Now, every Bible scholar and teacher who has ever
studied that parable knows it’s a parable about judgment
& heaven…
And isn’t it interesting that according to Jesus, a
synonym for heaven is joy?
Specifically, ‘the Master’s joy?”
Heaven is a place saturated in the joy of God.

So let me also ask you: Is it unreasonable to believe that
a master who gives such extraordinary talents, might also
make what he has created, might make the talents given:
Might he also make them eternal?
Would he waste such beauty & talent w/ death?
Or would he say, “This is forever.”
That’s what Jesus believed.[OFF]
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And he believed that God did not make us to be eternal
just for our sakes…
He did it also for his sake.
God’s redemption of all things is not just because
he knows we want to live…
But because he wants us to.
So heaven, according to Jesus, is the place of the
Master’s joy.
[SLIDE]
God, through Christ, has made an awesomely terrifying
investment in us…
He has made this investment in us individually—in
you, and me, and you…
And he’s also made this investment is in all of us
as humans, together…
Those before us & those after us.
Our Father thinks we’re worth it.

Now, what will also characterize heaven is an absence of
death.

There’s a wonderful verse in Isaiah 53 that comes after a
long, graphic description of the suffering of his servant…
And then there’s this sentence: [SLIDE]
“When the Lord God sees all that is accomplished
by his anguish, he will be satisfied.” (53:11)
This will begin to make all things right.
And someday, we will walk into a place that is just
saturated by the eternal joy and delight of our Father who
finds, at last, that he is satisfied. [OFF[

Now, this isn’t just a nice little promise that no one is
going to die anymore…
As important as that is, the Biblical promise is
actually far more significant…
When Isaiah describes this, there’s a series of descriptive
promises piled on top of one another starting with the
catastrophic heartbreak of a baby’s death…
But that’s more than heartbreak…
A baby’s death is a picture of something that is
entirely wrong… it is death robbing what should be.
And then Isaiah goes on (v. 20) and he gives a picture of
adults who will never die before having lived a full life…
And he doesn’t mean by that, that we will still die
in heaven, but only after having lived a full life…
What he means is that death can never again rob us of the
experience of fullness of life.
Here’s the idea: We human beings experience life as
something that is always moving into the future…
There’s nothing wrong with that…
That doesn’t mean we don’t enjoy today…
It’s just that life is arranged so that we think about
today’s efforts as getting for us a desired future.
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We do what we do today, in part because of what we
hope it will bring to us tomorrow…
Our investment in school is about the future it gets usSame w/ our work…
Our menu planning…
Our invitations to parties…
Our mortgages…
Our shopping…
All of it has a kind of future-focus.
Constantly and always, we are every moment
moving into a future and we hope that future is the one
we want.

So – here’s what happens: Often as we human beings
age, even as Christians…
We experience aging as a loss of the future.

However, when our future is somehow derailed… or
blocked…
We experience that as anxiety… worry…
frustration… despair… or worse.
Now, in part, our future-focus is how we find meaning in
life…
And meaning isn’t just a luxury, like a nice
February vacation in the Bahamas…
Meaning is a must-have…
It’s like oxygen for our souls.
But when a thing has no future…
Or when a thing is cheated of its future…
We say it is meaningless.
To be robbed of a future, robs us of meaning.

On the one hand… we lose abilities…
Our bodies betray us…
We start going, “Huh?” all the time…
And then, we disconnect.
We can’t hear in crowds, in restaurants…
So we disconnect from people.
We lose our vision… our ability to see… to drive…
We split firewood for a day and then spend 6
months in traction, swallowing Ibuprofen like grapes.
We turn to pick up a grocery bag and it’s 4 months
of chiropractic treatments for our backs.
We try to tie our shoes… we can’t reach anymore.
I talked to a guy on Friday who, because of the damage
of age to his shoulder joints… he will never again tuck in
his shirt or put his hand in his back pocket or scratch his
back…
Or, maybe for some people… it’s the realization that you
never will fulfill all those dreams & plans you once had.
Maybe there’s lots of regret about wasted time and
wasted years and now it’s too late.
All of this is a picture of how death robs us of life.
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But what if the promise of God in Isaiah is really true?
What if, even at the moment of our death…
Life, and lots of it, still lies in front of us?
And what if death will no longer be able to rob us of
life?

In Zechariah 9:9, 10 --- an old prophet who lived and
wrote some 500 years before Jesus…
Like Isaiah, he, too, knew & understood the plans
and purposes of God…
[SLIDE]
He wrote this: “Be filled with joy! See, your king is
coming to you. He is righteous and victorious, yet he is
coming to you humble, riding on a donkey. The battle
chariots will be removed, and so will the warhorses from
Jerusalem. The weapons of battle will be destroyed and
your king will bring to you, peace.”

What if the promise of a new heaven & a new earth
means we’re still free to work… to plant… to harvest…
to build… to climb… to run… to jump… to sew… to
paint… to sing… to saw…
And never again fear the cheating, robbing of
death?
What if we actually get to enjoy the benefits of our
labor -- and no one else can take our lives or what we are
making of our lives?
And what if all of this is arranged for us by a magnificent
God, who rules over this kingdom in absolute humility
and grace and peace?
And we never again have to fear being cheated?
Or overpowered?
Or abused?
No power will take what we’ve earned…
No one can force us to give up what is ours…
No one can steal our time… our labor… our life.
That, in part, is the meaning of Palm Sunday, the day that
starts this all…

And so, into Jerusalem, on a donkey, on the Sunday that
began this week, rode Jesus.
Our humble king.
Riding not a war horse… but a donkey.
Conquering not with a sword and chariot, but a
cross and a tomb. [OFF]
This stunningly beautiful kingdom of God…
Is ruled not with power and might…
But by a humble king, who rules with grace & peace.
This will begin to make all things right.
And this humble king…
Extends his hand & says, “It’s here, right now. It’s
within your reach. You can have it if you want. It’s the
kingdom of God. It’s eternal. And if you want to… if
you want to, you can live in it.”
Such good, good news.

