Good News About Our Ordinary Days
Sunday, April 8, 2018
Series: Have You Heard the Good News?
Scripture: Colossians 3:1-17 (pg. 1790)
Theme: Bringing the good news into daily life.
For the past 7 Sundays, since Feb. 18th to be exact, we
have been talking about what Jesus called The Good
News: God has a plan – it’s already started and already in
motion – to redeem every broken corner of creation.
Every inch of creation will someday be brought
back to God and will be entirely and completely under
God’s magnificent rule and eternal reign in what Jesus
fondly called the Kingdom of God.
And Jesus would like nothing more than for you
and for me to live in this kingdom now & forever.
And if you want to, you can… because in Jesus,
this kingdom of God is now within your reach.
Every good thing Jesus said and taught was always and
completely about this kingdom.
Every grace-filled act Jesus did…
Every truth-filled thing that Jesus said, was always
about the kingdom.
All of the joy and courage and hope and peace and
adventure Jesus offered… was always an offer of life in
the kingdom.
The hope of personal transformation… this
remarkable hope that you & I can actually live the kind
of life Jesus lived… this is a kingdom hope.
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that we can live in this grand Kingdom of God - this has
been our subject…
So, what if we actually did it?
What if Jesus offered us life in the Kingdom and
we said, “OK, let’s.”
What would it look like?
What if you & I would go through everything we do on
an ordinary day, but we did it as if we were truly living in
the Kingdom of God?
What if every thought…
Everything we did…
Everything we said…
Was, on purpose, done w/ the kingdom in mind?
Is that even possible?
Well, let’s take a look at what the Bible has to say…
The Apostle Paul wrote about this very thing, a lot, and 1
place is in his letter to the Colossian Christians…
Colossians 3:1-17, pg. 1790. READ
(By the way, as an aside, having just come through
Easter week – the celebration of the crucifixion and
resurrection of Jesus – you might notice how central
death and resurrection is in this passage, but I won’t have
time to talk about it, so I hope it just rings a bell when we
read… so let’s read…)
==============================
[stop at ‘heaven:’ BTW – synonym for K.o.G.]
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Now, to get at this subject of what would it look like to
go through an ordinary day, and to do everything we do
on an ordinary day but to do it as if we were truly living
in the Kingdom of God…
Let me park for just a couple minutes on that very
last verse…

So, for example, the Greek word, “pan” has come into
our language as a prefix…
We talk about the Pan-American Games…
We mean that athletes from all of the Americas:
North America, Central America, and South America –
They all compete under that 1 umbrella of the
Americas.

Our Bible says it this way: “Whatever you do or say, do
it as a representative of the Lord Jesus….”
Now, that’s not a faulty translation of the Greek that Paul
was writing in… it’s not wrong…
But I think it kind of misses the power of what
Paul was saying…
[SLIDE]
Another English translation says it this way: “Whatever
you do – in word or in deed – do everything in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ…”
Now 2 quick comments: [SLIDE]
2 times in that sent., Paul used the Greek word, ‘pan’Word, “Whatever” and the word, “everything” are
pretty much the same word, “pan.”
The word means, “all” or “every” --- [SLIDE]
But it’s not an amount, like we might say, “I ate all
the Easter candy.”
Has the idea of bringing all things under the same
umbrella. [OFF]

Or we use the word, “panacea” – which is a cure for
every disease…
So every disease is gathered under one cure-all
umbrella.
So, the idea of the word ‘pan’ is that every loose thing is
now corralled under 1umbrella.
So, Paul is saying, “Let’s take whatever words you say,
whatever actions you take, whatever thoughts you have,
bring them all under the umbrella of Jesus Christ.”
So, if you think about an ordinary day:
Does this statement leave any words, or actions, or
thoughts outside of the kingdom?
No… all rounded up and corralled under influence
of Jesus.
So, according to the Bible, not only is it possible to go
through an ordinary day and do everything we ordinarily
do, but to do it as if we were truly living in the
Kingdom… not only is it possible: It’s actually the goal!
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2nd editorial comment I want to make very quickly has to
do with that defining phrase: “in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ….”

And what we are talking about is not an effort to
behave… or to try an act a certain way at certain times…
The whole goal is that I can actually change.
It is not me trying to be patient because I want to
be good…
It is about me truly becoming a more patience
person because grace becomes my default mode of
living… want to be patient, not try to be patient.

Now the Bible I read from said it this way: “do
everything as representatives of the Lord Jesus…”
Which is certainly true…
But my little bit of worry is that this implies we’re
trying to be something we are not normally, but we are at
least going to up our game and act like it for a while.
It’s a “You better be good because you represent
Jesus” kind of phrase.
[SLIDE] I already told you about the day Kathy
Walck gave me an “I love Horizon Church” sticker and I
put it on the back of my car…
Donna looked at and said, kind of dismally, “You
know you’re gonna have to drive like a Christian now.”
Which was her way of saying, “You’re not really a
Christian when you drive, but you’re going to have to act
like it, ‘cause now you represent Horizon Church.”
[OFF]
See the picture here?
It’s like a coach handing out football uniforms and telling
the players, “When you wear this uniform, you represent
us.”
It’s like an “up your game” speech… a “don’t
embarrass us” speech…
But do you see, this isn’t really about who I am…
It’s about just acting a certain way.

So, that phrase, “in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”
does not mean to act like we think he wants to act so we
don’t embarrass him…
In the Bible, to do something in the name of Jesus
means we do it enabled by him…
I’ve tried to say repeatedly over the last few weeks
that transformation is the business of Jesus…
To be a disciple of Jesus means I am training, or
learning how to live his kind of life…
And God, who through his Spirit is very real, and
he is here, and he is really with you and me – God will,
over a life time, truly transform our hearts…
If we do our part.
In that section I read for you… there are at least ½ dozen
phrases that really all mean the same thing:
v. 1 – being raised to a new life w/ Christ.
v. 2 – dying to this life…
v. 5 – put to death sinful, earthly things…
v. 10 – put on your new nature…
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v. 12 – clothe yourselves, which is repeated in v. 14
v. 16 – let the message of Christ fill your lives…
All of those phrases are very consistent and they all
mean the same thing as doing everything in the name of
Christ…
It means, our goal isn’t to behave a certain way
that really isn’t me, but I’ll act like it… I’ll try anywayIt means real, genuine transformation is the goal.
(not clear – talked about 2 weeks ago!)
This is so, so important…
A misunderstanding here will lead you and our
church into a form of religious legalism that isn’t
healthy…
And, frankly, is very ugly and very unattractive
and is all too common.

So, to be transformed means you become a person who is
no longer dominated by anger…
You overcome the actual need to be angry…
You don’t need to put someone else down
anymore…
You outgrow the need for juvenile tweets…
You don’t want to bully people and you don’t need
to have your own way…
Because genuine, real, honest, Jesus Christ-like
love begins to reshape what was once a misshapen heart.

If, for example, you are dealing with anger… your goal is
to aim for a change of your heart, which only Jesus can
do…
If you misunderstand… and aim for a kind of
performance because you think you have to act a certain
way--- or if you try really, really hard to not act angry –
You might be able to stuff your anger… you may
hardly ever yell… you may not say the ‘F’ word or throw
coffee cups or kick holes in the wall…
But it’s still there, and it will show itself in
nastiness… or maybe depression… or aloofness… or
maybe even occasional explosive anger…
‘Cause nothing has changed… really.

So, let’s talk about an ordinary day…
Now, when does your day start?
In the morning when you wake up, right?
Well, here’s a thought – let me make a suggestion,
something I’m trying to learn…
In the Bible, the Jewish way of reckoning a day
actually starts at sundown, not sunrise.
Now – please don’t think I’m telling you this is
right way, only way, and this is the way God wants us to
figure our days… it’s not…
But I have personally found this a helpful thing to
work on…
[SLIDE]
So, in Genesis 1 – that majestic Hebrew poem about
creation, at the end of every day of creation, the Bible
says repeatedly, ‘There was evening and there was
morning the first day….” (2nd & so on)
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Now, do you see that?
A day starts at sunset… in the evening.
Which means that my day actually starts with how
I sleep.

So, I work on sleeping the kingdom way!
I’ll talk with God about forgiveness…
Sometimes it’s very hard, because I don’t want to
forgive…
Being angry is much more fun… stupid, but fun.
So, we talk about the wisdom of forgiving…
And I will say, “OK, Jesus, let’s forgive so-andso.”
Sometimes the person I have to forgive is me!
“OK, Jesus, I know I’m angry because I didn’t say
what I was thinking. I was operating out of fear, I stuffed
my thoughts and my feelings. Now I’m angry and it
really is my problem. So, Jesus, forgiveness is a mirror
right now.”

Now – as an aside – we all know that there are stages of
life when sleep is a challenge…
Having children radically changes sleep…
When they’re little they keep you awake with
feedings and nightmares and coughs and fevers and trips
to the bathroom.
When they’re 18, they keep you awake ‘cause
you’re waiting to hear them come home…
So there are life-stages to sleep, right?
Do not create artificial guilt in one stage by trying
to live as if you’re in another… OK?
But the Bible does have some interesting things to say
about sleep: [SLIDE]
1) Ephesians 4:26, “Don’t let the sun go down while you
are still angry….”
If I come home from a meeting frustrated or angry,
and hop into bed…
Inevitably I start obsessing… playing it over in my
mind… thinking about what I should not have said…
Or about what I should have & didn’t…
And I rob myself of sleep…
And of course, that carries over into the next day,
right?

This practice has given me hours of sleep…
There is another favorite thought from Jesus: [SLIDE]
Jesus said one time, “Come to me, all you who are weary
and burdened, and I will give you rest.” (Matt. 11:28)
Rest is obviously something Jesus wants to give us.
We need it, and he knows that.
Heck, it’s so important and such a gift, God
actually did it himself and built it into both his daily and
his weekly design for us.
So, sometimes we just have a conversation in
which I try to sort through my worries and I make
deliberate decisions to trust God with them.
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Sometimes the most kingdom-minded thing I can do is
just get up and read a book for 15 or 20 minutes.
Maybe, for you, if you’re struggling w/ chronic
worry… or you’re always angry and can’t forgive
someone…
Or you’re marriage has sunk to an all-time low and
you can’t sleep because of the person sleeping w/ you…
Maybe the most kingdom-minded thing you can do
is to see a counselor.

Well, a week ago… my wife, who works in an attorney’s
office and so she deals with all kinds of human
brokenness every day as part of her job…
She was reading my e-mails because I asked for
her input on one issue…
And she said, “I can’t believe what you have to
deal with at work; I feel sorry for you.”
So work for me is probably pretty much what it is
for you.

Rest is the offer of Jesus, so it is possible to bring the
kingdom to our sleep. [OFF]

2 kingdom ideas for you & me for work:
1) I believe bringing the kingdom to my work means
doing the right thing in the right way…
I don’t cheat my boss.
I do what I’m expected to do.
And I try to treat people – the people I work for
and the people I work with, the way I want to be treated.

So how about work?
Now, work is an entire subject in itself – we’ve
done whole series – weeks – on the subject of work…
But if there is one area of life in which lots of us
compartmentalize our lives – this is it.
There is what we think of as our spiritual life…
There’s our work life.
We’re entirely different people in each…
And we like it that way.
Now, I can’t change your whole worldview in 3 minutes,
but if the kingdom doesn’t impact your work-life, then
it’s pretty useless and ineffective.
Now, I know many of you think, “Well, it’s easy
for you to talk about work ‘cause you’re a pastor and you
work with Christians.”

2) Be truthful with Jesus about work.
There are probably times when you don’t want to bring
the kingdom into your life & that might be at work.
You don’t want to live in Jesus’ name…
Because you want to cheat… frankly.
Or you want to be with a person in ways you
shouldn’t…
Or you want to engage in things, or do things in
ways you know Jesus wouldn’t want you to.
So, in a very juvenile and immature way, we thing,
“I don’t want Jesus to be part of this.”
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So, let me explain why this is juvenile and immature…
Donna and I were playing with Macie on Facetime a
week ago…
Macie was pulling her shirt up over her face and
hiding…
We would say, “Where did Macie go?”
Then she’d suddenly pull it down and reappear and
we would act surprised, “Macie’s back!”

So, at work, do what is right in the right way.
And live w/ a mature truthfulness.

Now, I don’t know if she really thought she disappeared
and we couldn’t see her… or if maybe we disappeared,
but obviously we were still there and so was she.
So, to act as if Jesus is not present and is not part
of something just because we don’t want him to be…
Is the same kind of juvenile behavior as pulling
your shirt over your face and thinking you can make
yourself or grandparents disappear.
Jesus doesn’t go away just because you don’t want him
there.
He’s still there.
So… just be honest, and I mean this… truly, I do.
Just tell him… “Jesus, I’m going to do this
anyway. I’m going to act like you’re not here. I don’t
even want to want you here right now.”
And see how that goes.
Just deal with reality as it is… be truthful.
And this is true for all areas of kingdom living.

Finally, let’s talk about people:
In an ordinary day, you’re going to interact w/ all
kinds of people… from family to coworkers to bosses to
clients to clerks to people passing you on the sidewalk.
It’s possible to bring the kingdom to all of our
interactions.
I have just emerged from a very black period.
This is my normal Easter & Christmas mood.
It has to do with holiday life in church.
I have a close friend… doesn’t go to this church, in
fact, he’s not a Christian, but slowly inching closer.
He always says to me, “So, you excited!? This is
your Super Bowl coming up!”
And the problem is, my personality, my
introverted self… is just so far from wanting to
perform…
I’m just so, “Yuck” when it comes to wanting to
do a show, or a performance ‘cause it’s a holiday--I actually feel sorry for you, in that regard…
You’re missing out, and I regret that.
So I’m driven into my semi-annual period of
blackness about having to perform along w/ what I think
of as the state of the Church…
That’s my dysfunction and I’m sorry for it.
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Thinking, “Why do we do this?”
It was a constant subject of prayer.
Jesus, “Why? What’s the point?”
Donna and I went to market… as I was squeezing
between the crush of people, I happened to look at one
man who was sitting alone at a counter… by himself,
eating pizza…
And I had a very real sense of Jesus saying,
“Because that man needs me.”
And as Donna and I held hands and walked
through people buying hams and coffee and fish and nuts
and wine…
Every face I looked at, there was an overwhelming
burden of Jesus saying, “Because this person needs me.
This woman needs me. This couple needs me. That little
girl holding her mom’s hand, she does.”
It was very much an encounter with Jesus, who stood
outside Jerusalem on his way to the cross and his heart
was broken, “O Jerusalem, how I have longed to gather
you under my wings, but you were not interested.”
There is not a person you will meet in your day…
All day… every day…
Who does not need Jesus.
This is the burden of the Kingdom… you will
interact w/ these people…you can love them, like JC did.

